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Plastic Soundbite

Plastic is a protocol that allows heterogeneous 
desktop applications to talk to each other



  

Setting the scene...

Topcat's new 3d features
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Issues

Increasing complexity of software
Resource footprint for all the features you're not 
using
Duplication of effort
Inferior implementation
Every application can't contain every other one!



  

An alternative approach

A suite of cooperating programs...each of which 
does one thing well.

Aladin sending a table to VisIVO
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Another example



  

Technical details

Plastic is a simple messaging system
No security, encryption, guaranteed delivery, 
transactions etc

Extensible via new messages
Publish-Subscribe architecture: “Plastic Hub”
Platform and language independent
Communication over xml-rpc or JavaRMI

More added if there's demand
Based on the technologies in the AstroRuntime



  

Linked views

Exploring your data from different perspectives
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Linked views via Plastic

Detail of Aladin, Topcat, VisIVO



  

It's not just for visualisation apps...

AstroScope
Web pages such as DataScope
Scripting environments
VOSpace
Datamining applications
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Why Plastic?

It's very simple to implement
Your application can be “plasticized” in minutes

Cross platform
Language-agnostic

Java, Python, Tcl, Perl, C++
Large existing application-base

>14 apps as of Oct 06
Access to the AstroRuntime and all IVOA 
services “for free”



  

Is that it?  OK, you convinced me.

Come and find me during ADASS
Go to http://plastic.sourceforge.net

Join the mailing list
Download API, libraries
Run a Plastic Hub
Try some “plasticised” applications

Come to tonight's BoF
Email me



  

SplatWho we areMirage
coming soon...


